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chickens before they were hatched. They promised for the
recently conquered lands, dry and barren though they were,
things that they denied to the fertile fields of the Peninsula.
There was talk of building bridges on the African coast, of
exploiting mines, of opening up natural resources, which
existed in most cases only in the imaginations of the
dreamers. One needs only to remember what Spain con-
trolled, and the precarious conditions under which she exer-
cised that control. Finally, the dark background of the year
1909 faded into the distant horizon,
Towards the middle of the same year, 1911, some ships of
the Spanish squadron stationed off the coast of Larache
landed several companies of soldiers, who occupied this city
and Alcazarquivir with the purpose of protecting the na-
tionals residing there. The enemies of what was called "the
Moroccan adventure" were angered and excited, especially
the liberal ex-Minister Miguel Villanueva, who distinguished
himself for his tenacious opposition. Not only in Spain did
these landings provoke polemics and uneasiness, but also
abroad. The Moroccan question was the burning issue
of the day that worried all the chancelleries of Europe.
France, which had landed troops at Casablanca, ordered them
up to Fez. England spoke of her rights in Tangier. And on
the ist of July a German gunboat, the P anther> was seen
anchored off Agadir, landing troops to protect German sub-
jects In accordance with the established formula used in
order to justify the occupation of African territory.
Spain was engaged in this diplomatic struggle when on
the 24th of August an official communique reported that
the topographical commission of the General Staff, under
the leadership of Major Molina Cadiz, and escorted by two
companies of troops, had been attacked in the neighbour-
hood of the River Kert, being forced to fall back with five
casualties.